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Title  33 — Navigation  and  Navigable  Waters 
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(CGD  76-1341 

ALTERNATIVE  COMPLIANCE  FOR 
COAST  GUARD  VESSELS 

AGENCY:  Coast  Guard,  DOT. 

ACTION :  Pinal  rule. 

SUMMARY:  The  amendments  in  this 
document  concern  the  exemption  of 
Coast  Guard  vessels  of  special  construc¬ 
tion  or  purpiose  from  the  requirements  of 
the  International  Regulations  for  Pre¬ 
venting  Collisions  at  Sea,  1972,  and  the 
Inland  and  Great  Lakes  Rules.  The  in¬ 
ternational  regulations  were  recently 
adopted  and  entered  into  force  as  law  on 
and  after  July  15, 1977.  The  amendments 
contained  in  this  document  provide  no¬ 
tice  of  those  Coast  Guard  vessels  that, 
because  of  special  construction  or  pur¬ 
pose,  are  imable  to  fully  comply  with  the 
international  regulations,  the  Inland 
Rules,  or  the  Great  Lakes  Rules. 

EFFECTIVE  DATE:  These  amendments 
become  effective  on  November  3,  1977. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CON¬ 
TACT: 

Captain  George  K.  Greiner,  Marine 
Safety  Council  (G-CMC/81),  Room 
8117,  Department  of  Transportation. 
Nassif  Building,  400  Seventh  Street 
SW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20590,  202-426- 
1477. 

SUPPLEMENTAL  INFORMATION:  Cer¬ 
tain  Coast  Guard  regulations  in  Title  33 
apply  to  the  Regulations  for  Preventing 
CoUisions  at  Sea,  1960  (60  COLREGS). 
On  July  15,  1977,  the  60  <X)LREGS  were 
replac^  by  the  International  Regula¬ 
tions  for  Preventing  Collisions  at  Sea, 
1972  (72  COLREGS). 

The  72  COLREGS  were  recently  adopt¬ 
ed  by  international  convention  and  the 
United  States  depiosited  its  Instrument 
of  Acceptance  on  November  23,  1976,  As 
proclaimed  by  the  President  on  January 
19,  1977,  the  convention  entered  into 
force,  as  law.  in  the  United  States  on  and 
after  July  15,  1977.  As  of  that  date,  the 
72  COLREGS  apply  to  U.S.  vessels  on  the 
high  seas  and  to  all  vessels  within  the 
territorial  sea  of  the  United  States  to 
seaward  of  the  Lines  of  Demarcation  as 
described  in  33  CFR  Part  82.  As  directed 
by  Executive  Order  11964  of  January  19, 
1977,  the  72  COLREGS  have  been  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Federal  Register  (42  FR 
17111)  of  March  31,  1977, 

Rule  1(e)  of  the  72  COLREGS  states 
that  a  vessel  which  because  of  special 
construction  or  purpose  can  not  comply 
fully  with  “•  *  *  these  Rules  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  number,  position,  range  or 
arc  of  visibility  of  lights  or  shapes,  as 
well  as  the  disposition  and  characteris¬ 
tics  of  sound-signalling  appliances,  with¬ 
out  interfering  with  the  special  function 
of  the  vessel,  such  vessel  shall  comply 
with  such  other  provisions  in  regards  to 


the  number,  position,  range  or  arc  of  vis¬ 
ibility  of  lights  or  shapes,  as  well  as  the 
disposition  and  characteristics  of  sound¬ 
signalling  appliances,  as  her  government 
shall  have  determined  to  be  the  closest 
possible  compliance  with  these  Rules 
in  respect  to  that  vessel”. 

Section  6  of  Pub.  L.  95-75,  the  Inter¬ 
national  Navigational  Rules  Act  of  1977 
(91  Stat.  308),  provides  for  the  exercise 
of  the  authority  to  exempt  vessels  from 
full  compliance  and  to  certify  alterna¬ 
tive  compliance. 

There  are  Coast  Guard  vessels  which, 
because  of  special  construction  or  pur¬ 
pose,  cannot  fully  comply  with  the  lights 
or  shapes  requirements  of  the  72 
COLREGS,  the  Inland  Rules,  or  the 
Great  Lakes  Rules.  Exemptions  for 
Coast  Guard  vessels  from  full  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  60  COLREGS,  the  Inland 
Rules,  and  the  Great  Lakes  Rules  are 
published  in  33  CFR  Parts  135  and  136. 
This  document  revokes  Parts  135  and 
136,  and  establishes  provisions  for  listing 
exempted  Coast  Guard  vessels  in  Ap¬ 
pendix  B  of  Subchapter  DD  which  con¬ 
tains  the  implementing  and  interpreta¬ 
tive  rules  for  the  72  COLREGS.  Appen¬ 
dix  B  also  contains  the  list  of  exempted 
Coast  Guard  vessels  from  the  lights  or 
shapes  provisions  of  the  Inland  and 
Great  Lakes  Rules.  References  to  Ap¬ 
pendix  B  are  added  to  Parts  86  and  91. 

The  72  COLREGS  have  metric  units 
for  measurements  instead  of  the  im¬ 
perial  units  used  in  the  60  COLREGS. 
The  exemptions  for  Coast  Guard  vessels, 
therefore,  will  also  be  in  metric  units  in¬ 
stead  of  imperial  units. 

In  the  March  31,  1977,  issue  of  the 
Federal  Register  the  Coast  Guard  pub¬ 
lished  a  rule  in  33  CFR  Part  87  concern¬ 
ing  the  procedure  under  which  a  vessel 
of  special  construction  or  purpose  can 
apply  to  the  Coast  Guard  for  a  Certifi¬ 
cate  of  Alternative  Compliance.  The 
Coast  Guard  issues  this  certificate  when 
it  determines  that  the  vessel  is  of  special 
construction  or  purpose  and  full  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  72  COLREGS  would 
create  interference  with  the  special  func¬ 
tion  of  the  vessel.  The  Coast  Guard  will 
publish  in  a  new  Appendix  C  in  Sub¬ 
chapter  DD  a  list  of  vessels  that  are  is¬ 
sued  Certificates  of  Alternative  Compli¬ 
ance. 

Since  these  amendments  merely  up¬ 
date  the  exemptions  from  the  interna¬ 
tional,  Inland,  and  Great  Lakes  rules 
and  relocates  the  list  of  exemptions  for 
reader’s  convenience,  the  rulemaking  re¬ 
quirements  under  5  U.S.C.  553,  are  not 
necessary  and  the  amendments  may  be 
made  effective  in  less  than  30  days. 

Drafting  Information 

The  principal  persons  involved  in 
drafting  these  regulations  are:  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  M.  McGovern,  Project  Manager, 
Office  of  Marine  Environment  and  Sys¬ 
tems,  and  Mr.  Stanley  M.  Colby,  Project 
Counsel,  Office  of  Chief  Counsel, 

In  consideration  of  the  foregoing. 
Chapter  I  of  Title  33,  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations,  is  amended  as  follows: 


SUBCHAPTER  DD — IMPLEMENTATION  AND 
INTERPRETATION  OF  THE  72  COLREGS 


PART  86— INTERPRETIVE  RULINGS— 
INLAND  RULES 


1.  By  amending  Part  86  by  adding  a 
new  §  86.01-12  to  read  as  follows: 

§  86.01—12  Coast  Guard  vessels  of  spe¬ 
cial  construction  or  purpose. 

Each  Coast  Guard  vessel  of  special 
construction  that  cannot  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  June  7, 
1897.  as  amended  (30  Stat.  96-103;  33 
U.S.C.  151-232)  concerning  the  number, 
position,  range  of  visibility,  or  arc  of 
visibility  of  lights,  is  listed  in  Appendix 
B  of  Subchapter  DD  of  this  chapter. 


SUBCHAPTER  D — NAVIGATION  REQUIREMENTS 
FOR  CERTAIN  INLAND  WATERS 

PART  87—72  COLREGS: 

IMPLEMENTING  RULES 

2.  By  amending  Part  87  by  adding  a 
new  §  87.18  to  read  as  follows: 

§  87.18  Notice  of  certification  of  vessels 
of  special  construction  or  purpose. 

(a)  Each  vessel  issued  a  Certificate  for 
Alternative  Compliance  under  this  part 
is  listed  in  Appendix  C  of  this  chapter. 

(b)  Each  Coast  Guard  vessel  of  special 
construction  or  purpose  that  cannot 
comply  fully  with  the  provisions  of  the 
72  COLREGS  with  respect  to  the  num¬ 
ber,  position,  range  or  arc  of  visibility 
of  lights  or  shapes,  as  well  as  to  the  dis¬ 
position  and  characteristics  of  sound¬ 
signalling  appliances,  without  inter¬ 
ference  with  the  special  function  of  the 
vessel,  is  listed  in  Appendix  B  of  this 
subchapter. 

3.  By  amending  Part  87  by  adding  Ap¬ 
pendix  B  to  read  as  follows: 

Appendix  B — Alternative  Compliance  for 

Lights  and  Shapes  bt  Certain  Coast 

Guard  Vessels 

The  CommEmdant,  U.S.  Coast  Guard,  has 
determined  that  the  Coast  Guard  vessels 
listed  in  this  Appendix — 

(a)  Are  unable,  because  of  their  special 
construction  or  purpose,  to  fully  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  the  applicable  International 
Regulations  for  Preventing  Collisions  at  Sea, 
1972  (72  COLREGS).  the  rules  under  the  Act 
of  June  7,  1897,  as  amended  (30  Stat.  96- 
103;  33  UB.C.  151-232)  (Inland  Rules),  of 
the  rules  under  the  Act  of  February  8,  1895, 
as  amended  (28  Stat.  645-650;  33  UJS.C.  241- 
294)  (Great  LfUies  Rules) ; 

(b)  Meet  the  provisions  of  the  72 
COLREGS  to  the  closest  possible  compli¬ 
ance  in  regard  to  the  number,  position, 
range  or  arc  of  visibility  of  lights  or 
shapes,  as  well  as  to  the  disposition  and 
characteristic  of  sound-signalling  appli¬ 
ances;  and 

(c)  Meet  the  requirements  of  the  In¬ 
land  Rules  and  the  Great  Lakes  Rules  as 
closely  as  is  feasible  in  regard  to  the 
number,  position,  range  of  visibility,  or 
arc  of  t^ibility  of  lights. 

Ride  23  72  COLREGS:  Horizontal 
positioning  of  masthead  lights.  Rule  23 
(a)(i)  and  (ii)  and  Paragraph  3(a)  of 
Annex  I,  72  COLREGS,  require,  in  part. 
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that  the  horizontal  distance  between  the 
forward  and  after  masthead  lights  be 
not  less  than  one  half  the  length  of  the 
vessel.  Because  of  special  construction, 
the  following  Coast  Guard  vessels  can¬ 
not  comply  fully  with  this  requirement 
and  are  exempted  from  compliance: 

(a)  The  following  patrol  cutter,  me¬ 
dium  endurance.  Class  230  (WMEC), 
carries  the  forward  and  after  masthead 
lights  at  a  horizontal  separation  of  10.5 
meters  (34  feet) : 

USCGC  Storis  (WMEC-38) . 

(b)  The  following  icebreakers  carry 
the  forward  and  after  masthead  lights  at 
a  horizontal  separation  of  7  meters  (23 
feet)  or  more: 

USCGC  Burton  Island  (WAGB-283) . 

USCGC  Glacier  (WAGB-i). 

VSCGC  Northunnd  ( WAGB-282) . 

USCGC  Westwind  {WAGB-281). 

USCGC  Polar  Star  (WAGB-10) . 

USCGC  Polar  Sea  ( WAGB-11) . 

(c)  The  following  buoy  tenders,  Class  180- A 
(VihLB),  carry  the  forward  and  after  mast¬ 
head  lights  at  a  horizontal  separation  of  7.3 
meters  (24  feet)  or  more; 

USCGC  Citrus  ( W LB-300) . 

USCGC  Clover  (WLB-292) . 

USCGC  Conifer  ( WLB-301 ) . 

USCGC  Evergreen  (WAGO-295). 

USCGC  Laurel  ( WLB-291 ) . 

USCGC  Madrona  ( WLB-302 ) . 

(d)  The  following  buoy  tenders,  Class 
ISO-B  (WLB),  carry  the  forward  and  after 
masthead  lights  at  a  horizontal  separation 
of  4.9  meters  (16  feet) : 

USCGC  Buttonwood  ( WLB-306). 

USCGC  tronwood  (W LB-297). 

USCGC  Mesquite  (W LB-305). 

USCGC  Papaw  (WLB-308). 

USCGC  Planetree  {W LB-307). 

USCGC  Sweetgum  ( WLB-309) . 

(e)  The  following  buoy  tenders.  Class  180- 
C  (WLB),  carry  the  forward  and  after  mast¬ 
head  lights  at  a  horizontal  separation  of  4.9 
meters  (16  feet) : 

USCGC  Acacia  ( W LB-406). 

USCGC  Basswood  {WLB-388) . 

USCGC  Bittersweet  (WLB -389) . 

USCGC  Blackhaw  {WLB-390) . 

USCGC  Bramble  {WLB-392) . 

USCGC  Firebush  ( WLB-393) . 

USCGC  Hornbeam  {WLB-394) . 

USCGC  Iris  ( WLB-39S) . 

USCGC  Mallow  {WLB-396) . 

USCGC  Mariposa  (,WLB-397). 

USCGC  Sagebrush  ( WLB-399) . 

USCGC  Salvia  ( WLB-400) . 

USCGC  Sassafras  ( WLB-401). 

USCGC  Sedge  (WLB-402). 

USCGC  Spar  ( WLB-403) . 

USCGC  Sundew  ( WLB-404) . 

USCGC  Sweetbriar  ( WLB-40S) . 

USCGC  Woodrush  {W LB-407) . 

(f)  The  following  patrol  cutters,  medium 
endurance.  Class  143  carry  the  forward  and 
after  masthead  lights  at  a  horizontal  sep¬ 
aration  of  12.1  meters  (40  feet)  or  more: 

USCGC  Modoc  ( WMEC-194) . 

USCGC  Comanche  (WMEC-202) . 

(g)  The  following  patrol  cutters,  medium 
endurance.  Class  210-A  (WMEC)  and  Class 
210-B  (WMEC),  carry  the  forward  and  after 
masthead  lights  at  a  horizontal  separation  of 
6.5  meters  (18  feet)  or  more: 

(1)  Class  210-A: 

USCGC  Active  (WMEC-618). 

USCGC  Confidence  (WMEC-619). 

USCGC  Diligence  ( WMEC-616) . 

USCGC  Vigilant  {WMEC-617). 

(2)  Class  210-B; 

USCGC  Alert  {WMEC-630). 

USCGC  Courageous  (WMEC-622). 
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USCGC  Dauntless  ( WMEC-624) . 

USCGC  Decisive  (WM EC-629) . 

USCGC  Dependable  ( WMEC-626) . 

USCGC  Durable  {WM EC-628). 

USCGC  Resolute  ( WM  EC-620) . 

USCGC  Steadfast  (WMEC-623) . 

USCGC  Valiant  ( WMEC-621 ) . 

USCGC  Venturous  (WMEC-625) . 

USCGC  Vigorous  (WMEC-627) . 

(h)  The  following  patrol  cutter.  Class  213 
(WMEC) ,  carries  the  forward  and  after  mast¬ 
head  lights  at  a  horizontal  separation  of  10.1 
meters  (33.5  feet) : 

USCGC  Acushnet  {WAGO-167). 

Rule  23.  72  COLREGS  and  Article  2(c), 
Inland  Rules:  Vertical  positioning  of  mast¬ 
head  lights.  Rule  23(a)  (i)  and  (il)  and 
Paragraph  2(a)  (il)  of  Annex  I,  72  COLREGS, 
require  that  the  after  masthead  light  be  car¬ 
ried  at  least  4.6  meters  (15  feet)  vertically 
higher  than,  the  forward  masthead  light. 
Article  2(e) ,  Inland  Rules  (33  tT.S.C.  172(e) ) , 
requires  that  the  after  range  light  be  carried 
at  least  15  feet  vertically  above  the  forward 
masthead  light.  Because  of  special  construc¬ 
tion,  the  following  Coast  Guard  vessels  can¬ 
not  comply  fully  with  these  requirements 
and  are  exempted  from  compliance. 

(a)  The  following  patrol  cutters,  mediiun 
endurance.  Class  143  (WMEC),  carry  mast¬ 
head  lights  at  a  vertical  separation  of  3.2 
meters  (10.625  feet! : 

USCGC  Modoc  {WMEC-194). 

USCGC  Comanche  {WMEC-202). 

Rule  23,  72  COLREGS:  Height  above  the 
hull  of  forward  masthead  light.  Rule  23 
(a)  (1)  and  Paragraph  2(a)  (i)  of  Annex  I, 
72  COLREGS,  require  in  part  that  a  vessel 
of  20  meters  or  more  in  length  carry  the  for¬ 
ward  masthead  light  at  a  height  above  the 
hull,  as  defined  in  Paragraph  1  of  Annex  I, 
72  COLREGS,  of  not  less  than  6  meters,  and, 
if  the  breadth  of  the  vessel  exceeds  6  meters, 
then  at  a  height  above  the  hull  of  not  less 
than  such  breadth.  Because  of  special  con¬ 
struction,  the  following  Coast  Guard  vessels 
cannot  comply  fully  with  this  requirement 
and  are  exempted  from  compliance: 

(a)  The  following  Class  143  (WMEC),  me¬ 
dium  endurance,  patrol  cutters,  carry  the 
forward  masthead  light  at  a  height  above 
the  hull  of  8.5  meters  (28  feet) : 

USCGC  Modoc  {WMEC-194). 

USCGC  Comanche  {WMEC-202). 

Rule  23,  72  COLREGS:  Location  of  white 
masthead  lights  for  towing.  Rule  24(a)  (1) 
and  Paragraph  2(e)  of  Annex  I,  72  COLREGS, 
require  that  one  of  the  two  or  three  mast¬ 
head  lights  prescribed  for  a  power-dll'"®" 
vessel,  when  engaged  in  towing  or  pushing 
another  vessel,  be  placed  in  the  same  posi¬ 
tion  as  the  forward  masthead  light.  Because 
of  special  construction,  the  following  Coast 
Guard  vessels  cannot  comply  fully  with  this 
requirement  and  are  exempted  from  compli¬ 
ance: 

(a)  The  following  Class  180  (WLB)  buoy 
tenders.  Class  210,  medium  endurance,  pa¬ 
trol  cutters.  Class  269  (WAGB)  Icebreakers, 
Class  310  icebreakers,  and  Class  399  ice¬ 
breakers  carry  the  two  or  three  masthead 
lights  required  for  a  vessel  towing  or  push¬ 
ing  ahead  in  the  same  vertical  line  as  the 
after  masthead  light.  One  of  the  lights  is 
carried  in  the  position  of  the  after  masthead 
light: 

(1)  Class  180-A: 

USCGC  Citrus  {WLB-300) . 

USCGC  Clover  {W LB-292). 

USCGC  Conifer  { WLB-301 ) . 

USCGC  Evergreen  (WilGO-295), 

USCGC  Laurel  {WLB-291). 

USCGC  Madrona  {WLB-302). 

(2)  Class  ISO-B: 

USCGC  Buttonwood  {WLB-306). 

USCGC  Ironwood  {WLB-307). 

USCGC  Mesquite  {WLB-305). 

USCGC  Papaw  {WLB-308). 
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USCGC  Planetree  {WLB-307). 

USCGC  Sweetgum  {WLB-309). 

(3)  Class  180-C: 

USCGC  Acacia  {WLB-406). 

USCGC  Basswood  {WLB-388). 

USCGC  Bittersweet  {WLB-389). 

USCGC  Blackhaw  {WLB-390). 

USCGC  Bramble  {WLB-392). 

USCGC  Firebush  {WLB-393). 

USCGC  Hornbeam  {WLB-394). 

USCGC  IHs  {WLB-39S). 

USCGC  Mallow  {WLB-396). 

USCGC  Mariposa  {WLB-397). 

USCGC  Sagebrush  {WLB-399). 

USCGC  Salvia  {WLB-400). 

USCGC  Sassafras  {WLB-401). 

USCGC  Sedge  {WLB-402). 

USCGC  Spar  {WLB-403). 

USCGC  Sundew  {WLB-404). 

USCGC  Sweetbriar  (WLB-405). 

USCGC  Woodrush  {W LB-407). 

(4)  Class  210-A: 

USCGC  Active  {WMEC-618). 

USCGC  Confidence  {WMEC-619). 

USCGC  Diligence  {WMEC-616). 

USCGC  Vigilant  {WM EC-6 17). 

(5)  Class  210-B: 

USCGC  Alert  {WMEC-630). 

USCGC  Courageous  {WMEC-622). 

USCGC  Dauntless  {WMEC-624). 

USCGC  Decisive  {WMEC-629). 

USCGC  Dependable  {WMEC-626). 

USCGC  Durable  {WMEC-628). 

USCGC  Resolute  {WMEC-620) . 

USCGC  Steadfast  {WMEC-623), 

USCGC  Valiant  {WMEC-621). 

USCGC  Venturous  {WMEC-625) . 

USCGC  Vigorous  {WMEC-627). 

(6)  Class 269: 

USCGC  Burton  Island  {WAGB-283) . 

USCGC  Northwind  {WAGB-282) . 

USCGC  Westwind  {WAGB-281). 

(7)  Class  310: 

USCGC  Glacier  {WAGB-4) . 

(8)  Class  399: 

USCGC  Polar  Star  {WAGB-10) . 

USCGC  Polar  Sea  {WAGB-11). 

Rule  24,  72  COLREGS:  Spacing  of  mast¬ 
head  lights.  Rule  24  (a)  (i)  and  Paragraph 
2(1)  (1)  of  Annex  I,  72  COLREGS,  require 
that  when  the  lengki  of  the  tow  from  the 
stern  of  the  towing  vessel  to  the  after  end  of 
the  tow  exceed  200  meters,  three  masthead 
lights  must  be  carried  In  a  vertical  line  by 
the  towing  vessel.  On  a  vessel  of  20  meters 
or  more,  these  lights  are  to  be  spaced  not 
less  than  2  meters  apart.  Because  of  special 
construction,  the  following  Coast  Guard  ves¬ 
sels  canont  comply  fully  with  the  latter  re¬ 
quirement  when  carrying  three  masthead 
lights  and  are  exempted  from  compliance: 

(a)  The  fololwing  Class  95  and  Class  82 
patrol  craft,  large,  carry  the  three  masthead 
lights  in  a  vertical  line  and  spaced  1  meter 
(3  feet)  apart; 

(1)  Class  95-A: 

USCGC  Cape  Carter  {WPB-95309). 

USCGC  Cape  Coral  {WPB-9S301) . 

USCGC  Cape  Current  {WPB-95307) . 

USCGC  Cape  George  {WPB-95306) . 

USCGC  Cape  Hedge  { WPB-95311) . 

USCGC  Cape  Small  {WPB-95300) . 

USCGC  Cape  Strait  {WPB-95308). 

USCGC  Cape  Wash  {WPB-95310) . 

(2)  Class  95-B: 

USCGC  Cape  Fairweather  {WPB-95314) . 
USCGC  Cape  Fox  {WPB-95316). 

USCGC  Cape  Jellison  {WPB-9S317) . 

USCGC  Cape  Knox  {WPB-95312). 

USCGC  Cape  Morgan  {WPB-95313) . 

USCGC  Cape  Newagon  ( WPB-95318) . 

USCGC  Cape  RomcAn  {WPB-9S319). 

USCGC  Cape  Starr  {WPB-9S320) . 

(3)  Class95-C: 

USCGC  Cape  Corwin  ( WPB-95326 ) .  i 

USCGC  Cape  Cross  ( WPB-95321 ) .  ! 

USCGC  Cape  Henlopen  { WPB-95328) .  { 

USCGC  Cape  Horn  ( WPB-9S322 ) .  • 

i 


1 
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VSCGC  Cape  Shoalwater  {WFB-95324). 
VSCGCCape  York  {WPB-95332). 

(4)  Class  82-A; 

VSCGC  Point  Hope  (WPB-82302). 

VSCGC  Point  Swift  (WPBS2312). 

VSCGC  Point  Thatcher  (WPB-823t4) . 
VSCGC  Point  Verde  (WPB-82311). 

(5)  Class  82-C: 

VSCGC  Point  Arena  ( WPB-82346) . 

VSCGC  Point  Baker  (WPBS2342) . 

VSCGC  Point  Barrow  ( WPB-a2348) . 

VSCGC  Point  Batan  (WPB-82340) . 

VSCGC  Point  Bennett  ( WPB-823S1). 
VSCGC  Point  Bonita  (WPB-82347). 

VSCGC  Point  Bridge  (WPB-82338). 

VSCGC  Point  Brown  (WPB-82362). 

VSCGC  Point  Charles  {WPB-82361). 

VSCGC  Point  Chico  (WPB-82339) . 

VSCGC  Point  Countess  (WPB-82335) . 
VSCGC  Point  Divide  (WPB-82337). 

VSCGC  Point  Estero  (WPB-82344) . 

VSCGC  Point  Evans  (WPB-823S4). 

VSCGC  Point  Francis  (WPB-82356) . 

VSCGC  Point  Franklin  (WPB-82350). 
VSCGC  Point  Glass  (WPB-82336) . 

VSCGC  Point  Hannon  iWPB-82355) . 
VSCGC  Point  Herron  {WPB-82318). 

VSCGC  Point  Heyer  ( WPB-82369 ) . 

VSCGC  Point  Highland  (WPB-82333) . 
VSCGC  Point  Huron  (WPB-82357) . 

VSCGC  Point  Judith  (WPB-82345) . 

VSCGC  Point  KnoU  (WPB-82367) . 

VSCGC  Point  Ledge  (WPB-82334). 

VSCGC  Point  Lohos  ( WPB-82366) . 

VSCGC  Point  Lookout  (WPB-82341). 
VSCGC  Point  Monroe  (WPB-823S3). 
VSCGC  Point  Nowell  ( WPB-82363) . 

VSCGC  Point  Richmond  ( WPB-82370) . 
VSCGC  Point  Roberts  (WPB-82332) . 
VSCGC  Point  Sal  (WPB-82352) . 

VSCGC  Point  Spencer  (WPB-82349). 
VSCGC  Point  Steele  {  WPB-823 59). 

VSCGC  Point  Stuart  (WPB-823S8). 

VSCGC  Point  Turner  ( WPB-8236S) . 

VSCGC  Point  Warde  (WPB-82368). 

VSCGC  Point  Wells  {WPB-82343). 

VSCGC  Point  Whitehorn  (WPB-82364). 
VSCGC  Point  Winslow  (  WPB-82360) . 

(6)  Class  82-D: 

VSCGC  Point  Barnes  (WPB-82371) . 
VSCGC  Point  Brower  (WPB-82372). 
VSCGC  Point  Camden  (WPB-82373). 
VSCGC  Point  Carrew  {WPB-82374) . 
VSCGC  Point  Doran  {WPB-8237S). 

VSCGC  Point  Harris  (WPB-82376). 

VSCGC  Point  Hobart  (WPB-82377). 
VSCGC  Point  Jackson  ( WPB-82378). 
VSCGC  Point  Martin  (WPB-82379) . 

Rule  3(e),  Great  Lakes  Rules:  Horizontal 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

separation  of  masthead  and  after  range 
lights.  Rule  3(e)  of  the  Qreat  Lakes  Rules  (33 
n.S.C.  252(e))  requires  the  sepcuratlon  be¬ 
tween  the  forward  masthead  light  and  the 
after  range  light  to  be  more  than  50  feet. 
Because  of  special  construction,  the  follow¬ 
ing  Coast  Guard  vessels  cannot  comply  with 
this  requirement  and  are  exempted  from 
compliance: 

(a)  The  following  buoy  tender.  Class  180- 
B  (WLB),  carries  the  forward  masthead  light 
and  after  range  lights  at  a  horizontal  sepa¬ 
ration  of  16  feet: 

VSCGC  Mesquite  (WLB-30S). 

(b)  The  following  buoy  tenders.  Class 
180-C  (WLB),  carry  the  forward  masthead 
light  and  after  range  light  with  a  horizontal 
separation  of  16  feet: 

VSCGC  Acacia  (WLB-46). 

VSCGC  Bramble  {WLB-392). 

VSCGC  Mariposa  (WLB-397). 

VSCGC  Sundew  (WLB-404). 

VSCGC  Woodrush  (WLB-407). 

(c)  The  following  Icebreaker  carries  the 
forward  masthead  light  and  after  range  light 
with  a  horizontal  separation  of  36  feet: 

VSCGC  Mackinaw  (WAGB-83). 

(d)  The  following  Icebreakers  carry  the 
forward  masthead  light  and  after  range  light 
with  a  horizontal  separation  of  33  feet: 

VSCGC  Burton  Island  (WAGB-283). 

VSCGC  Glacier  (WAGB-4). 

VSCGC  Northwind  (WAGB-282). 

VSCGC  Westwind  (WAGB-281). 

Rule  27,  72  COLREGS:  Vessels  not  under 
command.  Rule  27(a)  (il)  and  Paragraph  6 
(b)  of  Annex  I,  73  COLREOS,  require,  in  part, 
that  a  vessel  which  is  not  under  command 
must  exhibit  in  a  vertical  line  two  balls  or 
similar  shape  not  less  than  0.6  meter  in  di¬ 
ameter  that  are  separated  vertically  by  at 
least  1.5  meters.  Because  of  special  construc¬ 
tion.  the  following  Coast  Guard  vessels  can¬ 
not  comply  f\Uly  with  these  requirements 
and  are  exempted  from  compliance: 

(a)  Class  95  and  Class  82  patrol  craft, 
large,  listed  above  under  “Rule  24.  72 
COLREGS:  Spacing  of  masthead  lights'’ 
when  not  under  command  exhibit  two  blaek 
balls  or  similar  shapes  that  are  separated 
vertically  by  at  least  IJI  meters  (4  feet). 

Rules  27  and  30,  72  COLREGS:  Vessels  re¬ 
stricted  in  their  ability  to  maneuver  and 
vessels  aground.  Rule  27(b).  Rule  30(d).  and 
Paragraph  6(b)  of  Annex  I,  72  COLREGS, 
require,  in  part,  that  a  vessel  restricted  in 
her  ability  to  maneuver,  except  a  vessel  en¬ 
gaged  in  minesweeping  operations,  and  ves¬ 
sels  aground,  must  exhibit  three  shapes  in  a 


vertical  line  with  a  vertical  distance  between 
shapes  of  at  least  1.5  meters.  Because  of  spe¬ 
cial  construction,  the  following  Coast  Guard 
vessels  cannot  comply  fully  with  these  re¬ 
quirements  and  are  exempted  from  compli¬ 
ance: 

(a)  Class  95  and  Class  82  patrol  craft, 
large,  listed  above  under  “Riile  24,  72 
COLREGS:  Spacing  of  masthead  lights” 
when  restricted  in  ability  to  maneuver  or 
when  aground,  exhibit  three  black  shapes 
in  a  vertical  line  that  are  separated  verti¬ 
cally  by  at  least  0.3  meter  (1  foot). 


SUBCHAPTER  E^NAVIGATION  REQUIREMENTS 
FOR  THE  GREAT  LAKES  AND  ST.  MARYS  RIVER 

PART  91— INTERPRETIVE  RULINGS 

4.  By  amending  Part  91  by  adding 
§  91.01-12  to  read  as  follows: 

§  91.01—12  Coast  Guard  vessels  of  spe¬ 
cial  construclion. 

Each  Coast  Guard  vessel  of  special  con¬ 
struction  that  cannot  comply  with  the 
proYisicms  of  the  Act  of  February  8.  1895, 
as  amended  (28  Stat.  645-650;  33  U.S.C. 
241-294)  concerning  the  number,  posi¬ 
tion,  range  of  visibility,  or  arc  of  visi¬ 
bility  of  lights,  is  listed  in  Appendix  B  of 
Subchapter  DD  of  this  chapter. 


SUBCHAPTER  M — COAST  GUARD  VESSELS 
[RESERVED] 

PART  135— 4JGHTS  FOR  COAST  GUARD 
VESSELS  OF  SPECIAL  CONSTRUCTION 
[RESERVED] 

PART  136— SHAPES  (DAY  SIGNALS)  FOR 
COAST  GUARD  VESSELS  OF  SPECIAL 
CONSTRUCTION  {RESERVED] 

5.  By  revoking  and  reserving  Subchap¬ 
ter  M. 

(Sec.  1.  59  stat.  590  (  33  UB.C.  360);  sec.  6. 
International  Navigational  Rules  Act  of  1977 
(Pub.  L.  95-75;  91  Stat.  308);  sec.  6(b)(1). 
80  Stat.  937  (49  UJ3.C.  1655(b)(1));  E.O. 
11964;  49  CFR  1.46(b).) 

Dated:  October  27, 1977. 

O.  IV.  Siler, 
Admiral,  V.S.  Coast 
Guard  Commandant. 
(PR  Doc.77-31891  Piled  ll-2-77;8:45  am] 
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